
February/March, 2018 Newsletter 

From the Desk of Mr. Bartels: 

It is hard to believe that we are in our last quarter of the year which means M-Step testing is almost upon us.  

Please have a conversation with your child regarding doing the best they can while taking these state mandated 

tests.  All we want is for students to put in their best effort and try their best!  Remember, a good night’s sleep is 

of utmost importance for us to be at our best.      

Your child’s teachers have been working extremely hard with planning and curricular mapping for next year’s 

standard base grading roll out.  Again, I am confident in our ability to roll out standard base report cards for the 

2018-2019 school year.  We will have informational meetings for parents in the month of May. Stay tuned.   

Students of the Month: 

February, 2018 

5th Grade:  Katie Shuboy, Lukas Schultz, Chauncey Johnnyboy and Jaelyn Jozwiak 

6th Grade:   Ella Hill and Cayden Myrick 

7th Grade:  Eva Constance and Gavin Yelencich 

8th Grade:  Emma Shuboy and Sebastian Trejo 

Thoughts from Ms Borwick: 

In athletics our RMS Winter Season has come to an end.  Congratulations to all of our student athletes for 

their hard work in the classroom and on the court.  A big thank you for Coach Treend, Coach Paxon and 

Coach Amhdar for their expertise and mentoring.   We are looking forward to our upcoming spring season in 

which we will sponsor a girls and boys track.  Stay tuned for more information. 

Upcoming Events: 

RMS will be hosting its first Annual Richmond Freedom Run 5k on Friday, May 25th during the school 

day.  It will be a school wide event in which we will be running in memory of those brave soldiers who have 
lost their lives by providing service to our country.  More details and information to come. 

Counselor’s corner:  Mrs. May 

February was an exciting time for 8th grade students.  I met with 8th grade students in their Social Studies 

classes to discuss high school and planning for graduation.  We talked about high school graduation 

requirements, classes offered at the high school and planned out classes for the 4 years of high school to use 

as an idea of how to meet graduation requirements and take the elective classes they would like along the 

way.  The goal is to talk about high school planning prior to the high school counselors coming over to have 

the students formally put in their course requests for 9th grade.  Having time to think about high school and 

process ahead of time helps the students have a clearer idea of what they would want to take in 9th 



grade.  The high school counselor was at the middle school to meet with the 8th graders on Friday, March 
9th.   

M-STEP testing begins right after Spring Break! This is a great opportunity to show the state one of the great 
things about RMS – our quality education! 

Testing windows are: 

                5th and 8th grade: April 9-May 4 

                6th and 7th grade: April 30-May 25 

 

 

Breakfast Boosts Brainpower! 
Join us for School Breakfast 

We offer a variety of whole grains, fruit, milk and juice 

Offered Daily at: 

Lee 7:25-7:50 am 

Middle School 7:20-7:40 

High School 7:15-10:00am 

 
 
 
 
 
Our Read-A-Thon will be held on Wednesday, March 28.  Please remind students that they will receive 
raffle tickets for donations, or they can purchase tickets until Wednesday to win the prize 
baskets.   They are welcome to wear their hiking/camping gear and can bring a blanket or pillow and a 
flashlight to read around the campfire.   
 
The tentative times for Wednesday are as follows: 
 
5th Grade     9:45-10:45 
6th Grade     12:00-12:45 (5th hour) 



Core Content Briefs 

(A sample of Standards covered within the newsletter timeframe) 

 

5th Grade:   

Jarsma: Reading--Students will read a book of their choice. 

Writing--Grammar--Students will learn about the serial comma AND 

USE IT IN THEIR WRITING.  They will, also, study the first of the three 

grammar pieces. 

Churchill:  Rl5.6 Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of  view 

influences how events are described 

L5.1a conjunctions, interjections and prepositions.   

I can describe coordinating junctions of either/or, and neither/nor 

6th Grade:  SW apply knowledge of Greek and Latin roots to determine the 

meaning of new words • L.6.4b    Use Greek or Latin roots to determine 

meaning SW read & comprehend self-selected novel for Reading Counts  

RL.6.2  Determine theme/ central ideas; summarize 

RL.6.10  Read and comprehend 6-8 gr. Text 

SW apply knowledge on adaptive online literature and grammar lessons 

RL.6.2  Determine theme/ central ideas; summarize 

• L.6.5b    Use relationship between words (cause/effect, part/whole, 

item/category) to determine meaning 



7th Grade:  SWBAT:  to make connections between the themes of a 

narrative nonfiction article and a poem; discuss the poem "Can't" and then 

complete the analysis and theme questions. 

8th Grade:  I can determine a theme/central idea of a text.  I can determine the 

meaning of words/phrases as used in a text I can compare/contrast texts to 

understand meaning and style I can analyze POV Intro. to poetry unit-forms and 

stanzas.  Students will analyze a poem and identify form/type of stanza 

 

 

5th Grade:  Standards of Michigan History, Branches of Government, 

State vs Federal, Michigan economics 

6th Grade:  SWBAT: Combine what they have learned about physical and 

human geography to examine the ever-present geographic theme of human-

environment interaction. As students investigate how humans adapt to, 

use and modify the environment, they explore how people create and address 

environmental problems. By employing a variety of spatial scales from 

local to global, students consider a variety of environmental issues and 

solutions as they continue to broaden their understanding of “global.”   

How does the distribution and utilization of natural resources influence the 

ways societies interact?   

7th Grade:  SWBAT: create a travel brochure about one of the River Valley 

Civilizations that addresses the following areas: Physical geography, 



religious beliefs, government/economic systems, important achievements, 

social structure. 

8th Grade:  SWBAT explain how the Missouri Compromise settled the 

slavery issue in the LA Territory SWBAT explain how the Compromise of 

1850 settled the slavery issue in the west SWBAT explain how slavery led 

to violence in Kansas and in Congress SWBAT explain how slavery was 

becoming a divisive issue in the US.   SWBAT explain the significance of 

the Dred Scott court case SWBAT describe how Lincoln came into 

American politics.   

 

5th Grade:    

Gillespie: Relate division by a unit fraction or whole number to multiplication.  Solve 

division of fraction equations and word problems. 

Clendennin:  Students will be able to solve multiplication problems that have two 

decimal numbers.  Students will be able to understand the shift pattern when 

multiplying by powers of 10 and use a variety of strategies to multiply. 

6th Grade:  

In 6th Grade mathematics students are understanding fractions, decimals, and percent.  These concepts include 
ratios and how we can compare two or more quantities.  This chapter offers an opportunity for students to 
make sense of addition and subtraction of positive whole numbers through the use of number lines.  The 
number line is an appropriate way for students to visualize this concept.  A coordinate plane is provided to 
encourage visualizing.  Students are looking at structure and the idea of inequalities of integers.  Your sixth 
grade math student has practice problems every day that should be completed at home.  



 

 

7th Grade:  Students will use a variable to represent unknown lengths.  

They will also find the perimeter and area of tiles.  Add the distributive 

property to algebra tiles and model them correctly.  Use the negative tile 

correctly.    

Algebra I:  I can find patterns in special products of polynomials.  I can 

solve problems with binomials and trinomials.   

8th Grade: I can...practice performing and identifying each type of 

transformation (translation, rotation, or reflection) in order to move shapes 

on a coordinate grid to create a unique drawing.  I can...determine which 

method would work best to solve a system of linear equations. 

 



 

Algebra II:   HSA-APR.D.6 Rewrite simple rational expressions in different 

forms; write a(x)/b(x) in the form q(x) + r(x)/b(x), where a(x), b(x), q(x), 

and r(x) are polynomials with the degree of r(x) less than the degree of b(x), 

using ... long division, .... HSF-BF.B.3 Identify the effect on the graph of 

replacing f(x) by f(x) + k, kf(x), ... and f(x + k) for specific values of k 

(both positive and negative); .... Experiment with cases and illustrate an 

explanation of the effects on the graph using technology. ... 

  



 

 

5th Grade:  Attended and finished their amazing experience at 

STARBASE! 

Students will gain understanding on vocabulary words for mixtures and 

solutions.  Students will be able to separate a mixture.  Students will 

understand what makes a solution. 

6th Grade:  MS-LS4-1. I can analyze and interpret data for patterns in the fossil 

records.  LS2.B I can demonstrate how matter and energy is transferred between 

producers, consumers, and decomposers as the three groups interact within an 

ecosystem. 

7th Grade:  MS-LS1-2. Develop and use a model to describe the function of 

a cell as a whole and ways parts of cells contribute to the function. SWBAT 

identify the 4 major biomolecules. 

8th Grade:  All Earth processes are the result of energy flowing and matter 

cycling within and among the planet’s systems. This energy is derived 



from the sun and Earth’s hot interior. The energy that flows and matter 

that cycles produce chemical and physical changes in Earth’s materials 

and living organisms. (MS-ESS2-1) 

SWBAT describe how matter moves through the different spheres on earth.  

SWBAT draw and describe the different life cycles. 

 

 

 

Español with Senora Wolfe 

All info for Spanish classes can be found on Sra. Wolfe’s website: www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com 

In Spanish 1, students have just finished learning school-related vocabulary such as 

class schedules and ordinal numbers.  Now students will start learning personal subject 

pronouns (I, you, we, etc.) and – the best part – students will begin to conjugate verbs 

in the present tense!  This is the moment when students learn how to communicate the 

same way they do in English – they’ll be able to take regular verbs and change them 

to fit the subject about whom they’re speaking.  Expect lots of practice and repetition 

(and a few catchy songs) to help reinforce verb conjugations!  

  

In 5th and 6th grade Spanish, students are wrapping up the Sports and Activities unit 

where they learned how to do some basic Flamenco and Salsa dance 

moves.  Students also learned about luchadores, Mexican wrestlers who wear fun 

http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/


masks to stay anonymous.  They also created their own luchador complete with catch 

phrases and personalized masks!  Up next we’ll be learning how to say parts of the 

body while also learning about San Fermin - the crazy Running of the Bulls in Spain! 

 

 

Starbase 2.0 has been working with Lego EV3 robots. They are programming them to complete 
obstacle courses using ultrasonic and light sensors. On March 28, the club will be traveling to the 
Escape Room in Chesterfield for an after school field trip. 

 The RMS Talent Extravaganza will be on March 22 at 6 p.m. in the RMS Cafeteria. The cost is $5 to 
enter. Voting will take place at the event, and winners will be announced at the end of the show. Come 
see the amazing talent we have here at RMS. 

 The Video Production students, along with Algebra II and Basic Design, visited the Science Behind Pixar 
event at The Henry Ford. The students gained hands on experience with the math, science, and 
technology required to create CGI movies, such as Toy Story and Wall-E. In class, they are continuing to 
produce the RMS News each day and are gearing up for their fourth quarter short film project. 

 The students in Mrs. Campau’s programming class have spent February and March programming Finch 
robots. The robots are on loan from Carnegie Mellon University. The students have “taught” their 
robots to play soccer, dance autonomously, and navigate a maze using obstacle sensors and specific 
distances, and much more. If you’d like to see the Finch robots in action, or any other the other fun 
project we’re making, you can check out our YouTube Channel: Mrs. Campau’s Robot Laboratory. 
Please subscribe! 

 Multimedia students are nearly done illustrating a children’s book using advanced photo editing skills, 
and will be learning sound editing next. We will be creating our own podcasts and editing them using 
Audacity. Fifth and sixth grade computers are conducting online research and sharing it with the class 



through a presentation. And Mrs. Campau’s Spanish class has started an in-depth unit on the country 
of Spain, studying the history, culture, and geography. 

 

 

 

Basic Design:  SWBAT: Draw in modified, blind, and gesture drawing techniques. 

 

3-D Art:  SWBAT: Create Depth with recycled materials 

 

2-D Art:  SWBAT:  Expand abstract images and match colors 

 

5th Grade:  SWBAT:  Connect visual arts to music through the study of Wassily 

Kandinsky 

 

6th Grade:  SWBAT: Draw a landscape with foreground, middle ground, and 

background 

 



 

   

 

Congratulations to all the middle school choirs and bands with your recent music festival competitions.   

Congratulations to the 6th grade choir and the 7/8 combined choir for qualifying for the state 

competition.  Good Luck!   

 

 

March 5th celebrated our third activity day with the fifth graders.  It was terrific to see how well the eighth 

grade WEB Leaders not only planned, but implemented the WEB lessons.  They instructed the students with 

lessons focused on Social, Academic and Leadership skills.  In addition, to our activity the WEB leaders were able 

to join the fifth graders for lunch and recess on a beautiful winter morning.  Our next meeting is scheduled for 

April 16th.   
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Yearbook staff is finishing up the yearbook for the publisher. Look for pre-order forms in April. 
 
Student Council collected blankets for Children's Hospital in February. They also had a good time when 

they made four blankets to donate to this effort.  They are looking forward to the Annual Historic Village 

Spring Cleanup in April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

RMS Builders Club:  Builders Club News for March – May, 2018 

In March our Builders Club meeting will include a speaker from SNAP who will tell us all about the great things 

they do to keep pets and stray animals safe and healthy.  The speaker will even bring in a puppy or two in for 

students to enjoy.  In March students will be stuffing plastic eggs with candy for the annual community Easter 

Egg Hunt.  April is our month to make fleece blankets to be donated to Children’s Hospital and, weather 

permitting, we will clean up the Macomb Trail and end with a slushy treat.  The May meeting includes a pizza 

party and scrapbooking our year together! 

 

 

 

 
 In the NJHS we have been working in committees on fundraising for the Rainbow Connection.  Some of the fundraising ideas have included: Orange Crush 

and Strawberry Blush sale, Penny War per Grade Level to Pick the Staff Member to be Duct Taped to the wall, and lastly Stop the Bop song!   

 

The NJHS is very committed to the Rainbow Connection and helping the grant wishes to local children.   

 

Members are continuing to spend time with their Blue Buddies and the elementary school.  They are forming some great relationships with the younger 

students and hoping to be Guest Readers for March is Reading Month!    

 
Lastly, March 29th we will be hosting our annual Final Four with Fathers. It is always a great event in which 
students, parents and other male role models get the opportunity to share a school experience.  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green School. 
 
It's a very exciting time here at Richmond Middle School.  Due to all the hard work of the students and 
staff we were able to submit our first application to the county to apply to be a green school.  In 
addition, we are looking forward to spring, and celebrating Earth Day.  Our Green Team has done a 
wonderful job collecting all the recycle paper each and every Friday.  Don't forget to clean out those 
closets and donate your old clothing to our yellow recycle bin, located in the back parking lot. 
 

 

Each classroom each has a small bin.  The bin is for papers that can be recycled.  The plan is to empty 
them weekly.   



 

 

We are loving seeing the students SHINE.  This year we have changed acknowledging our weekly 8 SHINE 

winners to Tuesdays. The middle school teachers have done a fabulous job sharing some of their hidden talents, 

and SHINE prize sessions.  Mrs. Davidson hosted a "painting with a peer" day, where the students were able to 

paint their own Christmas scene on their very own canvas.  This is just one of many new SHINE prize sessions to 

the middle school this year.  Ending second quarter we were able to reward one of our SHINE winners with a 

pack of 4 tickets to a Pistons game.  Keep Shining RMS students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
The 9th Annual Winterfest was an excellent night out of fun for our RMS students.   
  
Morley Candy Fundraiser delivery date is Wednesday, March 28th, 2018.  

 

Need Extra-Cash? 
Join the School Meals Team at 

Richmond Community Schools 

This is an exciting opportunity to become a part of the school nutrition 

program. We currently have 2 openings for substitute workers for the current 

school year.  The School Meals Team works together to prepare and serve 

healthy breakfasts and lunches for our students. Good nutrition is an 

essential part of the educational process. Work hours are during the school 

day. Join our team today to be a part of our great program! 
 Non-Discrimination Statement 

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and 

Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy of the Richmond Community School District that no person shall, on the 

basis of race, color, religion, military status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including sexual orientation), disability, age 

(except as authorized by law), height, weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, 

or be subjected to, discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. Inquiries related to any 

nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 Division Road, Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-

3565. 


